International Day of Action for Bhopal

August 24, 2010
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Thank you for joining the International Day of Action for Bhopal! Widespread international pressure is one of the best tools that we have to influence the Indian Government to take the necessary steps to bring justice to the survivors of the 1984 Bhopal Gas Disaster.

Hundreds of Bhopal Activists are currently returning home from Delhi after nearly a month-long dharna (sit in protest). In many ways the dharna was a success, but the Bhopalis now need their international supporters (like you!) to step up solidarity efforts to ensure all of their demands are met. You can read all of the demands here: http://studentsforbhopal.org/node/785
There is an old Indian proverb: If you tell a lie, the crow will bite.

The Prime Minister of India has lied to the people of Bhopal. In 2008 he promised to establish an Empowered Commission on Bhopal to deal with the social, economic, environmental, and medical issues that still plague the people of Bhopal. To remind him of his promise and warn him about lying to the people of Bhopal, people around the world will be making origami crows and sending them to the Prime Minister via Indian Embassies and Consulates on August 24. 

This packet is meant to give you resources for taking action. In it, you’ll find:

· Instructions on how to make origami crows

· Addresses of Indian Embassy and Consulates in North America

· A sample letter to send with the crows 

For more information about the 1984 Bhopal Gas Disaster, please visit: http://studentsforbhopal.org/learn
Thanks for taking action!

Claire Rosenfeld, ICJB U.S. Campaigner (clairerosenfeld12@gmail.com)

Shana Ortman, ICJB U.S. Coordinator (shana@panna.org)

How to make Origami Crows

There are a lot of resources online for origami crows with different levels of intricacy. Below is a set of instructions we found that was quite simple and easy. 

For more complicated crows, check out this video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vCIZGkJEohw
Or follow the instuctions on this website: http://www.fishgoth.com/origami/essay_designing2.html
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Addresses of Indian Embassy and Consulates

Here’s a list of the Indian Embassies and Consulates in North America. If you live somewhere else, check out this list of other embassies around the world: http://www.embassyworld.com/embassy/India/India1.html
Please mail or deliver your crows, along with a letter, to the embassy or consulate nearest to you. If you live near one of these locations, please consider making an appointment to talk to someone there to deliver the materials and to talk about your concerns about Bhopal.

Washington, D.C.:

India Embassy

2107 Massachusetts Avenue Northwest

Washington, DC 20008-2811


Get Directions
(202) 939-7000

indianembassy.org‎

Chicago, IL:

Consulate General of India

455 North Cityfront Plaza Drive

Chicago, IL 60611-4311


Get Directions
(312) 595-0405

indianconsulate.com
San Francisco, CA:

Consulate General of India

540 Arguello Boulevard

San Francisco, CA 94118-3203


Get Directions
(415) 668-0662

http://www.cgisf.org/
Houston, TX:

Consulate General of India

1990 Post Oak Blvd # 600 
Houston, TX 77056-3812 

Get Directions
(713) 626-2148

cgihouston.org‎

New York, NY:

Consulate General of India

3 E 64th St

New York, 10065


Get Directions
(212) 774-0600

indiacgny.org‎

Toronto, Ontario:

Consulate General Of India

365 BLOOR ST E 
Toronto, Ontario M4W 3M7, Canada 

Get Directions
(416) 960-0751 
cgitoronto.ca
Ottawa, Ontario:

High Commission of India in Ottawa

‘

10 SPRINGFIELD RD

Ottawa, Ontario K1M 1C9, Canada


Get Directions
(613) 744-3751

hciottawa.ca
Vancouver, B.C.:

Consulate General of India

201-325 Howe Street

Vancouver, BC V6C 1Z7, Canada

Get Directions

(604) 662-8811

cgivancouver.org‎

Sample Letter to Dr. Manhoman Singh
Prime Minister

New Delhi, India 

August 24, 2010

Dear Prime Minister Singh,
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If you tell a lie, the crow will bite 

I am a concerned member of the international community in solidarity with the survivors of the 1984 Bhopal Gas Disaster.  The ongoing Bhopal disaster has grown to symbolize the enormous human toll that corporate negligence can cause; as long as Bhopalis are still affected by contamination, the international community will continue wait for your government to take steps towards remediation.

From July 26-August 18, hundreds of Bhopalis participated in a dharna in Delhi, where they demanded compensation, medical care & rehabilitation, legal action, and site remediation & memorial.  Some notable progress came from their taxing efforts, but you must take further action to ensure their demands are met.  We believe you are concerned about the ongoing human rights issue in Bhopal and insist that you take the necessary steps to bring justice to the people of Bhopal.  The following is an excerpt from your office's May 2008 statement:

The Central Government will take the initiative in speedily working out the modalities for setting up such a Commission by subsuming the various Committees on different rehabilitation aspects set up by Supreme Court, the Government of India, The Government of M.P. and the high court of M.P. 

-as read by Minister of State Prithviraj Chavan, May 2008

Prime Minister Singh, the concerned international community would like you to follow through with this promise.  Where is this Commission, that will empower Bhopal activists to have a say in how their own tragedy is resolved?  In accordance with Bhopalis, we demand that you do not tell a lie.  Please establish an Empowered Commission to carry out the medical, economic and environmental rehabilitation of a devastated community.

We are holding you to your word.


Regards,

Name

Email

Address

